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AT THE FOREFRONT OF
CUTTING EDGE ISSUES THE
FLORIDA ANNUAL MEETING

By CRISTINA ANDREOLI

| attended together with Curtis Russ, NAMI C
President, Elinor Siklossy, Past President, Dorot
leher , Past President, and Bob Scheff, the NAM
ida Annual Meeting held in Tampa on Decémber,
The Annual Meeting, which was organized by NA
State, featured luminaries and experts including
researchers and providers in the field of recovery
very substantive, well organized and well attendg
NAMI National speakers too. Chief amongst the
ers was Dr. Joyce Burland, from NAMI National,
made insightful and inspirational interventions. S
ciously stated that one of the major inhibitors to t
tainment of treatment is stigma. Other speaker ir
ventions added that this happens because disclo
fectively signifies the halting of dreams and a ca
Joyce Burland stated that peer support is very in
because disclosure to other peers comes about |
readily than that to the families. She added that,
cation and awareness on mental health issues a
prevalent i n the commu
and advocating for the community acquires a tre
dous significance. NAMI has a role to play with tf
ily since It can assl s
was suggested that, in the face of mental illness,
have to act quickly an
cated that the family and peer attend NAMI supp
groups, educational courses and conventions to
information on groundbreaking practices and tha
also, set up working relationships with providers
case managers.
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The Annual meeting made a strong
case for the regular screening of children
and young adults especially during the
critical 182 year risk period. Indeed,

DCF mentioned that in other countries
there are early intervention systems set up
for children, and that the USA ought to
institute this system too.

In the final analysis, the consensus of
the multdisciplinary experts presiding at
the Annual Meeting was that the mental
health systemThee a Obroken systemo.
is a need for compassion in the face of the
adversity that mental illness brings. Whilst

there is, yes, a need for funding, the sad _ q . here is a link b
reality is that no community mental health center ¥ € a@n treat trauma, since there is a fink betwegen

currently available wil@yraayg rBer”tS‘/'ﬁ'_?e?saa{‘de”?aé”E'&t as@ foow uj
and integrationo. Wh a ttO _tﬁl_esBakﬁ{éA‘?t' h'ls,tt,thﬁ 'é"eeté”%afe‘étﬂ?t as
up for cases of acuity, at which level relevant actBHS(B?l I_nterventlon Training (C‘IT) modahty for la

the part of health care agencies ought to be depl8yEof. lcers was 0goo do, nd
The results are that people with more serious cadilighptervention, _'t was stated that there shou. be a
up in jail and that is where you find the largest stéﬁ_gﬁg&?ed communllty s_ystem of care. Judge Leijman,
numbers of the mentally ill. To compound matter ,'%seelf one of the hlghllghtg of the Annual Meeting, _
funding and focus goes to the jails and related di%q@d that pathways for action open to the compunity

sions instead of to the system of care. This requiﬁ%l)ggg-'nc'%dedlelg'ga_t've agVOC?‘C_y |n|_fav_or offhﬂhmeles
islative action on the part of NAMI advocates. childrén and adults, since the criminalization of the

_ _ homeless is an extensive proBlerovery works angl
The experts auspicated a number of improvegagia work for the homeless too. He added th}‘the

to the system, including an ER system that can recog- mental health community ought to embracg the

plight of the homeless in recovery issues and be
guided by the Miami center for the homelegs, a
mod el whi ch was <crefat e
man, in order to deal with their housing, em-
ployment and educational issues. Interestm:gly,
this center is financed by a Miami city tax gaid
by the commercial community for the homeless.
Other cities should set up such a model tog, he
said.

In conclusion, the meeting recommended that
recovery be achieved through@afdrsys-
tem of care offering alternatives to prison gnd

covering case management, housing, cogiitive




